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It is often urged in mitigation or explanation of the
crime that it was a wanton provocation on the Archduke's
part to hold maneuvers in Bosnia, that the Serbs feared
he meant to attack Serbia, and that they resented his visit-
ing Sarajevo precisely on a Serb national anniversary like
Vidov Dan. This has been stressed since the event by
writers hostile to Austria and friendly to Serbia.21 But
Princip's and Chabrinovitch's own statements do not indi-
cate that such considerations had any considerable influ-
ence upon them. They had in fact begun to organize their
plot when they heard of the Archduke's coming trip to
Bosnia but before they were aware that he would visit
Sarajevo on Vidov Dan. They had decided to assassinate
him in Bosnia, not because they resented the visit or feared
an attack on Serbia, but because his presence in Bosnia
afforded an excellent opportunity for giving effect to the
three motives which have been sketched above*
THE "BEVY OF ASSASSINS" AND THE AUSTRIAN "NEGLIGENCE"
Most Jugoslav sympathizers, and most critics of Austria
who follow the fantastic insinuations of Mr. H. Wickham
Steed, like to represent the assassination of the Archduke as
virtually inevitable, both because of the Austrian oppres-
sion, the wide-spread nationalist movement in Bosnia, and
the "bevy of assassins" lying in wait for him, and also be-
cause of the "criminal negligence" of the Austrian authori-
ties in not taking adequate precautions to protect him.22
21 E.g., Seton-Watson, Sarajevo, p.  110;  Jevtitch,  pp. 32-34;  and
Jovan Jovanovitch in his letter of 1924, concerning his "warning," quoted
below at note 68.  Fear of an Austrian attack under the Archduke^,leader-
ship is also often given as the motive for Dimitrijevitch's share in the
plot (cf. Stanojevitch, p. 55 f.; Wendel, Die Habsburger und die Sudslawen-
frage, p. 50 ff.); but it is-very unlikely that any such fear was really one
of his motives (cf. Wegerer, in KSP, III, 385 f., June, 1925).
22 H. Wickham Steed, "The Pact of Zonopischt," in The Nineteenth
Century and After, LXXIX, p. 265ff.; Through Thirty Years, I, 401;
Recouly, Les Heures Tragiques, p. 108ff.; Chopin, Le Complot de Sarajevo,
pp. 89-100; Dumaine, La Derniere Ambassade de France en Autriche, p.